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Long ago in India, wherever the Buddha delivered a sermon, the sangha, those who came to hsten would each light a
candle. The Sangha became so numerous that on these occasions, the lights came to be called Manto, ten thousand lights.
In Japan, about 1,200 years ago, during the reign of Emperor Shomu, a ceremony was started which centered around the
Todaiji Temple in Nara. Thus began the tradition of holding Manto-e once-a-year in honor of the Buddha. Zenshuji
Soto Mission will follow in the tradition of the Manto-kuyo during the Obon Festival. With your help, we would like to
decorate the Hondo (Main Hall) with many lanterns.
Please fill in the application form (below) with your donation of $15.00 for each Kuyo Fuda (memorial tablet) you wish to
offer in memory of your ancestors, relatives or friends. The names will be written on a Kuyo Fuda to be hung from each
lantern.
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